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Miss Money penny and Tiff at Goodwood last year

Secretary’s Notes March 2011
At last there is something positive to report. Jon Holt, Malcolm Rumsey and myself met up with Michael Hulse,
owner and proprietor of the Breamore Estate, last Saturday to discuss details for the finish of the NFR in June. I
will relate all that transpired and bring you up to speed on club night.
I also received an email from Peter Genari, representing Martins of Winchester, confirming they are happy to
sponsor our event again this year. The extent of the sponsorship has not been finalised but at least we have a
green light.
Don’t forget we now need items produced locally for the Hampshire Hamper we’re putting together and Tania
would love donations for the Raffle she is organising –
bottles are always a good bet.
The events calendar is filling up nicely and it looks like things kick off in March with the Cobweb Spin on the 6th
finishing at IBM Hursley. No need to book you simply pay on the day. That’s followed by the Chichester
MGOC gathering at Arundel Castle on Sunday April 17th. We had a good show of cars there last year so let’s see
if we can go one better this time.
In May I know a number of members have already booked for the Exeter Area’s Moor to Sea Run on Sunday
15th. According to Roger Luscombe (Events Secretary)
places are running out so if you are thinking of going you need to make your mind
up quickly and get your entry form off. An idea mentioned is to travel down to Exeter the night before and look
for a suitable B&B leaving you just a short distance to the
start point on Sunday – open to suggestions on where to stay.
As we put are plans together for the season ahead you can keep up to date with our calendar via our website and
if any of you have other suggestions for social events
then we would like to hear about them.

Roy

1009 SOUTHAMPTON & NEW FOREST MGOC ( MAY 1998). Anyone remember this?
Our recent visit to the factory of Benetton Formula One was a great success.See below for a full report by Stuart.
We will be meeting on 6th May at the Happy Cheese for our normal monthly meeting. Anyone who has an interest
in Motor Sport or even just precision engineering would have really enjoyed the visit Southampton and New Forest
MGOC recently made the Benetton Formula One factory. Thanks to one of our members, Ian Craig, who as an
exhaust and pipe work consultant has a professional connection with a number of the F1 teams, fourteen of us
were able to enjoy the hospitality of Benetton.
It was a memorable visit, we were welcomed over a coffee by Tony Shrimpton & Alan Bond, who outlined
what we were about to see. First to the CAD studio, were every component of the race car is designed and refined
on a very powerful and sophisticated computer system. Many questions were asked and clear and informative answers were given. Next to the fabrication department where the carbon fibre components are cut, shaped and put
into a big Autoclave ovens and baked to give incredible strength and rigidity. The body tubs and suspension are
then assembled from these components. Onto the machine shop, where the metal components such as the wheels,
hubs, suspension joints, gearboxes and casings are made, mostly from solid Titanium (6” x 24” x 60”) runs in
about £150,000. The machines which cut and shape theses parts are worth millions. Naturally a computer controls the machines which use the wire erosion process. A wire not much thicker than a human hair, completes an
arc with the metal it is shaping and cuts through it with incredible precision. I foolishly asked what tolerances they
work to, quite simply there are none. To many of us this was the highlight of the visit. All these little bits then go on
to the final assembly bays where the ( at present) Renault engines are bolted to the Benetton race car.
Unfortunately there were no completed cars as they were in Barcelona being tested for the forthcoming
season. However we did see Gerhard Berger and Jean Alesi’s cars from the last season undergoing very detailed
scrutiny to determine any minor faults or design improvements. Followers of this years F1 season will show a
keener interest in the Benetton cars, having just seen how much design and engineering goes into their production.
Our thanks go to all at Benetton for their hospitality and wish them well for 1998.

Malcolm Rumsey is going to go through the Quiz results that he set last moth, this will either
before or after Roy gives his Club info.
Thanks to Malc for putting the effort into this item for the newsletter.

Editors notes
Thanks to Robin for his Stop press info.
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Remember we volunteer to fill these posts, so if you wish to speak to one of us PLEASE
ring before 9pm or at weekends, thank you,

Classified Ads
FOR SALE. Immaculate MGF Y reg automatic, 37,500 miles £3500. For more info contact
Charles E Sommerville......charles.somscot@ntlworld.com
1978 MGB Roadster FOR SALE. Flamenco with black interior.1800cc with overdrive. Twin thermostatic
electric radiator fans, electronic ignition, full stainless steel exhaust. Anthracite minilite style wheels. Double duck soft top. CD Radio, boot rack ,good condition taxed and MOT current car is garaged but used as
regular mode of transport, Great fun to drive.
£3500 ono
Andrew Kettle 02380899122 or 07773788837

