Southampton & New Forest MGOC

Newsletter

Robin & Karen out in their RV8 this month

Month
November

Date(s)
4
11
18

Event
Club Night – Empress of Blanding’s
NFR 2016 – 1st Meeting Empress of Blandings – upstairs
Mid Monthly Meet - Luzborough ,Romsey

December

2
12
21

Club Night – Empress of Blanding’s
Annual Christmas Dinner Dance –Moorhill House Hotel Burley
Mid Monthly Meet, Waterloo Arms, Lyndhurst

√
√
√

January 2016

1
6

New Year’s Day Walk & lunch – locations TBC
Club Night Empress of Blandings
AGM – open to all fully paid up members of the club – Empress
of Blandings – upstairs room
Mid Monthly meet – location TBC

√
√

13
20

1009
√
√
√

√
√

Please check the calendar on the Website for latest updates

Greetings all ~ October proved a quieter month for events although Karen and I took the RV8 to join the
MG Car Club 85th anniversary celebrations for a long tour around the Cotswolds on the 5th.
There was a good turnout at the Fisherman’s Haunt with a new member, Peter Quemard coming along. He
lives in Eastleigh and has recently bought an MGF Steptronic.
As winter approaches with some prophets of doom forecasting a severe winter like 1962, there will be a
number of cars SORN’d and laid up. There was an excellent article in Safety Fast in January this year about
Winter Layup. It is only accessible for MGCC members but I have extracted a copy and will make it available
to members.
The arrangements for the 2016 New Forest Run are in hand although we are still waiting to secure a
finishing location. There is a meeting planned for Wednesday 11th November at 20.00hrs (8pm) at the
Empress of Blandings to start the planning process.
Mid-monthly will be at The Luzborough this month. See later in the newsletter for details.
Continuing a theme inspired by one of our members on tyres, Derek has provided an article and update on
his experiences with his MG TF. By coincidence the Enjoying MG journal had an article in their October
issue about tyres as well.
Unfortunately I have had one couple pull out of the Christmas Dinner having only paid a deposit. This means
we have five spaces unused although I am hoping at least one of those will be. So an open invitation on
first come first served basis if you want to invite friends for the cost of £30 each, please let me know as
soon as possible.
Looking ahead, the AGM is being planned to be held Wednesday 13th January at the Empress of Blandings
at 20.00hrs (8pm). An agenda will be issued in good time along with supporting papers.
If the weather stays fair, enjoy the top down, if you can!!

Editors Notes:
I’ve had a rather busy month to say the least and have, I must admit, only
just managed to get this issue out to you on time! Thanks to Robin again
for printing off copies for Club Night, my printer is still in a box, not sure
which, waiting to be unpacked.
The season has certainly slowed down and the Newsletter this month
demonstrates that with a lighter than usual amount of content. The new
Technical Corner has proved successful with another great article this
month from Derek Baker regarding wheel bearings. Certainly worth
reading.

Also thanks to Robin & Karen for their article on their run with the MGCC and Jane Kettle for the Mid Monthly
information. I am always happy to push ‘winter’ events in the Newsletter and on the Website. So, if you are
organising something – a walk, lunch or similar, just let me know. Email editor@1009mg.org.uk or
webmaster@1009mg.org.uk
The end of an era? Well it could be if no one wishes to take on the role of Editor. It would be a great shame
to see our 1009 Newsletter demise after so many years in print. As I said before, I am happy to assist and
support anyone wishing to take on the role during these quiet months and even into the busy part of 2016.
Hope you enjoy reading this one.

Fiona

.

The competition has now closed for the new banner photo for the 1009 Website. Suggestions for the new
banner photograph are below. Please pick your favourite - complete the form at the end of the Newsletter
and return to the Webmaster either November or December Club Night. You can also email your choice
to webmaster@1009mg.org.uk

PHOTOGRAPH A

PHOTOGRAPH B

PHOTOGRAPH C

PHOTOGRAPH D

Please use the form at the end of the Newsletter to vote

Updates:
New Forest Run 2016 – First meeting
This is now booked for Wednesday 11th November at the Empress of Blandings, upstairs room at 20.00hrs
(8pm) - please come and join us. Your help during the build-up and on the day is always appreciated.

Sunday Walks:
With less events on the road, it’s now time to look at getting our boots on and
kick off the Sunday walks (and lunches) again. Any suggestions welcome –
perhaps we can challenge ourselves this year and clock up a few extra miles.
Last year we enjoyed walks on the Isle of Wight, Mottisfont and Hengistbury
Head. I have put a link on the website in the Latest News page for current walks
in The New Forest. Take a look as this could be helpful in choosing our next
destination.

Member of the Year 2015
As we approach the autumn period it is that time of year for members to consider who, in their opinion,
should be considered for the annual open vote of who is ‘Member of the Year 2015’.
There are no criteria to assess; it is a personal reflection with opportunity being provided to all members. A
voting slip is attached after the Contacts section so you can remove from the newsletter, make your
nomination anonymously, and hand to the Club Secretary by November Club Night please. NOT the
November Mid Monthly as previously advertised.

Reports:
85th Anniversary of MG Car Club
On 12th October 1930, a gathering took place at the Roebuck Hotel, Stevenage of 30 MG’s. This was the
inaugural meeting of what became the MG Car Club. From 1932 the club organised trials for MG’s running
from Abingdon to Abingdon with the first trial travelling through the Cotswolds. Most of the original observed
trials sections are either no longer accessible, without a cross-country hike or by following bridal paths, or
certainly not suitable for the vast majority of today’s MG’s.

And so on Sunday 4th October 2015 we joined the Abingdon to Abingdon 85th Anniversary of the MG Car
Club. The route of about 118 miles ran through the areas covered by the trials of the 1930’s and was
primarily rural with plenty of opportunities for stops and lunch at local pubs along the way.

The start and finish was at the Westwood Hotel near Abingdon where bacon butties and tea/coffee were
served at the start and toasted teacakes and tea/coffee available at the end.
Eighty-seven cars were flagged off by the Club President John Day. The entrants ranged from a 1932 MG
F Type Magna to a 2011 MG6 with a good selection in between. Five RV8’s attended.
The route took an anti-clockwise direction from the hotel up to Eynsham then west to near Cheltenham,
south to near Malmesbury then east back to and through Abingdon, passing the site of the original MG
works.
About halfway into the run we collected a lone welsh driver in his MGB GTV8 who was having problems
navigating alone so he followed us for the rest of the run.
On return to the Westwood Hotel prizes were awarded for furthest travelled (County Durham), the car one
of the hotel staff would like to take home and one for the finisher with the recorded mileage furthest from
what was on the route!!! A great day out in good company.

Robin & Karen

THIS NEW AREA OF THE NEWSLETTER IS FOR YOU TO OFFER INFORMATION OR ADVICE
FROM EXPERIENCE THAT WOULD HELP OTHER MEMEBRS:

Following on from the sensitive tyre situation relating to correct tyres that have to be fitted to the MGTF, I
would like also to share a recent experience with my own car a 2004 MGTF:

Wobbly Rear End
A lot of times this is put down to tyres or tyre pressures, but if these check out ok then it is worth checking
the rear wheel bearings.
If the rear wheel bearings wear or collapse it will result in a lot of play on that wheel and it will start 'selfsteering', which means the wheel can actually move or steer a couple of degrees without any input from
you. This will feel as though you are driving on ice, especially when cruising along a straight road such as
a motorway. The easiest way to check for play in the wheel bearings is to jack the car up so that the wheel
is off the ground, and grab the wheel at the six o'clock position (hand top and bottom) and the 3/9 o'clock
position. In either of these positions try to make the wheel rock around the hub. In other words push with
one hand whilst pulling with the other hand and reverse the motion. Do this several times. The wheel
should not move. If it does then you need to look to see whether the wheel is rocking whilst the hub stays
still or if the wheel and the hub are moving. If it is the former then it is most likely the wheel bearing. If it is
the latter then you may have play in one of the many bushes or control arms.
My own car suffered a nearside rear wheel bearing collapse over a short period of time. No noises what
so ever were heard from the offending bearing, so beware!
The car is fine now, having had the work carried out by Quayside Motor Engineers, Southampton - Matt
and Adam - two very competent Technicians: 02380 638628.
When the job was completed, a few Units further along, is the Wheel Alignment Centre - 02380 332906 Nick. His equipment is the latest computer tracking system which gives you a before and after adjustments
readout. Well worth a visit to save on undue tyre wear.

Derek Baker
Further information on the above recommendations can be found on the links/recommendations tab on
the website

The Luzborough
Luzborough Lane, Romsey, Hants SO51 9AA

Mid monthly meetings are on the third Wednesday of the month and are held at a different pub
within the Southampton & New Forest Area. There is no format, just an evening to catch up with
other members, perhaps enjoy a meal together and chat.
Details of the different venues can be found on the 1009 Web Site Calendar.

Last Month’s caption competition:
• If we point at that thing – will he take a picture of it?
• Did he see something we didn’t?
• Boot-iful ~
• Has he spotted that Turkey again!

Photo by Andrew Kettle on the Norfolk Trip.

Don’t forget to send you photographs in for the website, you can use Shutterfly to download.

1977 MG Midget 1500cc - colour Red
66,000 miles, runs well, reasonable condition.
MOT to March 2016, last serviced April 2014
Lead free exchange cylinder head in 2003.
Hood in good condition.
New tonneau cover in 2002.
Hood storage cover.
2 sets of keys.
8 owners, with current owner for 13 years.
£2,750
Please contact Robin in the first instance

Club Contacts
Area Secretary – Robin Plumley
Address: 14 Applewood Place, Totton,
Southampton. SO40 8WG
T: 07932 648707
E: mgtf160mg02@yahoo.co.uk
E: secretary@1009mg.org.uk

Treasurer - Linda Taylor
Address:13 Plantation Drive, Marchwood,
Southampton, SO40 4YL.
T: 023 8086 0925
E: ltaylor48@btinernet.com

Membership Secretary – Clive Oliver
E: membership@1009mg.org.uk

Webmaster & Interim Newsletter Editor Fiona Sommerville
Address: 3 Solent Court, Cornwallis Road,
Milford on Sea, Lymington, Hants SO41 0NH
T: 07979 856518
E: webmaster@1009mg.org.uk
E. editor@1009mg.org.uk

Please remember we volunteer to fill these posts, so if you wish to speak to one of us,
PLEASE ring before 9pm or at weekends, thank you. Further information can be found
on our Website www.1009mg.org,uk

Please use the voting slip below for Member of the Year:

Member of the Year- Please write name of your choice and pass to Secretary by
November mid-monthly.

Photograph A

Photograph B

Photograph C

Photograph D
Or email your choice to webmaster@1009mg.org.uk

