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Event
Classic Car Sunday – Alton - Crotch Cooler
Goodwood Breakfast Club – Soft Top Sunday
Broadlands 27th Heritage Run - MGOC
Club Night Empress of Blandings
MGOC/MGCC Regency Run – London to Brighton
Mid Monthly Meet – The Avon Causeway - Christchurch
Spring Autojumble - Beaulieu
Solent MGOC – MGs in the Park – Stansted Park
Northampton MGOC - Rose of the Shires - Northampton
Exeter MGOC – Moor 2 Sea Run - Tiverton
Classics Around Dorset
24th Old Speckled Hen Tour
Classics In The Park – Poole - DAMASC
Club Night Empress of Blandings
Bournemouth Wheels Festival - Bournemouth
MG Live! – Silverstone - MGOC
Pre New Forest Run Skittles Evening - Brockenhurst
NEW FOREST RUN - New Forest – S & NF MGOC
Goodwood Breakfast Club – Full Throttle
Classic Car Sunday – Alton – Crotch Cooler
Cwm to Coast Run – Wales – Bridgend MGOC
Mid Monthly Meet – The Swan Inn - Lyndhurst
Simply Classics & Sports Car - Beaulieu
French Trip – Normandy – S & NFMGOC
37th Bristol Classic Car Show – Shepton Mallet
MGs in the Park – Oxfordshire MGOC
Festival of Speed - Goodwood
1009 Caper Team drive to Cotswolds
Cotswold Caper – Forest Of Dean – Gloucestershire MGOC
Club Night Empress of Blandings
Ladies Evening Salisbury Racecourse - Salisbury
Surrey Run – Surrey – Epsom MGOC
Classics at the Castle - Sherbourne – Classics at the Castle
Mid Monthly Meet – Walhampton Arms - Lymington
Poole Bay Cruise - Poole
Silverstone Classics - Silverstone

Please check the calendar on the Website for latest updates

1009

√
√

√

√
√

√
√

√
√
√

√
√

Greetings and welcome to our newsletter for May 2016. Quick off the mark for the first weekend of April
was a visit to the second Crotchcoolers Classic Car Day at Alton for this season. See article from me
about our first visit.
The monthly meeting at EoB was well attended and we welcomed two new members, Carl and Melanie
with their rare colour MGF in Volcano. 1125 cars, 1.6% of the MGF production were painted in this colour.
We look forward to seeing Carl and Melanie with their car through the year.
The next main club event was to join Chichester MGOC for their annual gathering and picnic at Arundel
Castle. A report is included for this with a great turnout as well.
Our mid-monthly was well attended at The Drift Inn at Beaulieu Road. Here we welcomed another new
member, John Walsh, who has an early Woodcote Green MG RV8. John and his wife have recently
moved from the Wye Valley and last year, heard about the New Forest Run and turned up on the day.
They went away with a trophy for best modern car!!! We look forward to meeting them and the car
through the year as well.
Colin and Jenny compiled another excellent route with comfort stops and a lunch at a couple of Dorset
hostelries at Henstridge and Charminster respectively. There was a great turnout of fourteen cars. Please
see a report on this day too in what is a bumper packed newsletter.
I would like to highlight the great improvements we now see on the website and I thank Fiona for her hard
work in taking this forward. Please browse through the website to keep up to date with activities and
information. The members Area is password protected. If you have forgotten the password please ask
Fiona or myself and we will pass this on.
May sees a number of events and activities which take us further afield and the calendar shows these so
have an enjoyable and safe driving month.

Editors Notes:

The season is now in full swing with lots of members attending a variety of
events. I am always very grateful to receive their reports telling us about
the experience at these events as it gives us all an insight and maybe
inspiration to attend them ourselves in the future.
I attended the Arundel Picnic and Gathering, and it got me thinking….
I mentioned in conversation at a meeting that I would like to go to this event
but my husband was away in France that weekend and I really didn’t fancy
going on my own. Straight away Linda volunteered to go with me and we
had a fabulous day. We went wrong once, forgot to turn off, but I have to
admit, it was because we were so busy nattering, only to be expected
really!
However, no harm done, turned around at the next roundabout, soon back
on track. Thank you Linda so much for stepping in and I hope you enjoyed
the day as much as I did.

The point is that, I think, it is testament to how friendly the Club is, as a group, when members feel comfortable
enough to be able to go to events such as these on their own, knowing they will be made to feel welcome, have
great fun, in charming company and if the worst happened and any help was needed they would be able to count
on it.

www.1009mg.org.uk

This month, Robin has provided us with reports on last month’s Crotchcooler Day, the Arundel Picnic and
Gathering, Drive It Day, a Technical Corner Tip, and also a reminder regarding memberships and an update on
the New Forest Run.
Thank you also to Fiona for all the work behind the scenes to update and then passing on the information
regarding what’s new on the website for us.
A big thank you to Mike Short who has provided us with the latest details regarding the ‘Major Op’ on his VA in
this month’s Technical Corner. Good Luck Mike and we wish you all the best for it all to be present and correct
on New Forest Run Day!
There is a plea from Adrian regarding raising funds via a Treasure Hunt Run for a local playgroup that is trying to
avoid closure, sounds like a fun way to get involved.
Thank you also to Mike for the photograph he took on the way home, depicting when the route doesn’t always go
to plan.
I won’t be at the next meeting, unfortunately, but wish you all safe motoring in the next events and trips you are
all participating in. Have a great time!

Karen
Karen

The entry forms page that I spoke about in the last newsletter – an easy way to find an entry form for an
up and coming event or run. Just click the link under ‘Latest News’ > ‘Event Entry Forms’ and you will
be able to download a form from our site.

Don’t forget to load your photos onto Shutterfly for use on the site. I will also be looking at changing the
banner photo very shortly, this could either be one long line up or I could use several pictures of cars and
put them together randomly.
The New Forest Run Page has also been updated with information about our chosen charities.

Fiona

New Forest Run 2016 update
I have received approval from New Milton Town Council for the use of the Recreation Ground and Jon
and I will be visiting the Assistant Town Clerk to collect the keys for the access and facilities in the week
before the run.
Pat and Belinda are managing the raffle whilst Jane Kettle is looking after the Hampshire Hamper for the
main run prize. Can I please ask and remind members to donate a suitable raffle prize and / or a local
item for the hamper to the girls by the time of the run. We do have a meeting on the Wednesday before
the run so this would be a good time.
Karen is managing the cake stall. Could you please bring your cakes along to the start or on the Saturday
evening event at Brockenhurst. Please remember we can only handle non-savoury cakes as we have no
refrigeration facilities. There will be an allergen notice indicating the possibility of allergens as listed on
the UK Food Standards Agency website on display by the cake stall.

Robin

My daughter is Chairperson of the Muscliffe Community Playgroup in Bournemouth and is trying very
hard to avoid closure due to lack of funds.
We have suggested that we do some runs for her in an effort to raise money. We will be doing a treasure
hunt of about 30 miles starting from the Muscliffe playgroup ending with a picnic if fine in the New
th
Forest. Cost will be £10 per car. This will happen on the 12 June 2016. It will be Tulip diagrams. If
anyone is interested please email adrian_mullins@yahoo.com

Many thanks

Adrian

Membership
A reminder that your membership subscriptions are due now!!
As indicated the cost is £12 per person for the year. Please pass your payments for 2016-2017 to Clive,
Linda or me for the monthly meeting in early May.
Can those members currently on our list but who do not wish to continue with their membership please let
Clive, Linda or myself know and thank you for your interest and activities during your time with us.

Robin

Reports:
Crotchcoolers Day 3rd April 2016 http://www.crotchcooler.co.uk/events/
Now in its third year the monthly Classic Car Sunday gathering gets bigger and better.
All classic cars and their owners are welcome to the Classic Car Sunday cruise and meets that take place
on the first Sunday of each month over the summer in Alton. The meet kicks off in Alton from 2.00pm,
where owners can take part in a chilled and relaxed Sunday afternoon classic car gathering. The site has
ample free parking on a dedicated event field. The Cafe has full facilities and is filled with retro and
vintage charm.

The Departure Lounge Cafe, lies on the A339 Basingstoke Road, Alton GU34 4BH and is only 1.5 miles
(3 minutes), from the A31 junction for Alton.

Robin and Karen took the RV8 for its first outing this year, meeting with Derek and Gill at Ampfield for a
leisurely drive to the gathering, tops down, arriving just before 10am.
It did not take long for the field to fill with a superb eclectic mix of classic cars. The Departure Café
provides great refreshments and food and we have made a provisional booking for breakfast for the Real
Ale Train members in October.

Robin

Arundel Picnic & Gathering – Sunday 17th April 2016
Twelve cars consisting of 3 MGB Roadsters, 1 MGB GT, 4 MGF’s, 3 MG TF’s and 1 RV8, met at the
eastbound Rownham’s Services on the M27 for 0930.
The day had opened crisp but sunny so tops were down where possible for the 47 mile drive along the
M27 / A27 to Arundel Castle arriving around 1030!

We had been promised the hedge line again but the lower field had recently flooded so cars were already
parked ‘in our spot’. The organisers with Arundel Castle staff did a grand job of using the higher reaches
of the castle grounds to park a large number of MG’s.
It did not take long for us to establish our ‘home’ for the day.

Even our Regional Secretary was spotted!!

Members took advantage of the concession tickets to see the castle and gardens or walk around the
town. Two couples set off for a carvery meal at The White Swan just outside Arundel while the rest
headed back to Southampton in the still remaining sunshine.
A great day, in great company, with congratulations and well done to Andy Harris and his team at
Chichester MGOC.
Robin

Drive It Day – Sunday 24th April 2016
Fifteen cars, 6 MGB Roadster’s, 2 MGB GT’s, 1 MGC Roadster, 1 MG Midget, 3 MGF’s, 2 MG TF’s and a
Triumph Stag, met at The Furlong car park between 1015-1045 to celebrate Drive it Day in sunny
weather.

Every year Drive It Day is purposefully held on the Sunday nearest to 23 April. It commemorates the 64 cars
that left London on the first day of the Thousand Mile Trial on 23 April 1900.
The Royal Automobile Club Thousand Mile Trial started in London and passed through Bristol, Birmingham,
Manchester - travelled through Scotland - then passed back through more English locations until they were
back in London again.
The tour lasted until May 12th and 46 out of approximately 65 starting cars made it to the finish line.
The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs (FBHVC) co-ordinates Drive it Day encouraging all clubs to
celebrate.

A route had been developed by Colin and Jenny Bendall to takes us round the roads of Dorset, with a
short outing into East Somerset. The first part of 37 miles took us northwest from Ringwood towards
Shaftsbury then west and southwest to Henstridge where we enjoyed a coffee and comfort break at The
Virginia Ash pub.

The second part ran just under 28 miles to Sherborne, Yetminster, Cerne Abbas then picking up the A352
to run down to Charminster where we stopped at The Sun Inn for lunch. Most people went for the
excellent carvery followed by some yummy Key Lime Pie and other desserts!! A great day out in excellent
weather and in great company. Thank you and well done to Colin and Jenny.

Robin

Not All Routes Go To Plan!!

The Avon Causeway, Hurn
Hurn
Christchurch
Dorset
BH23 6AS
Phone: 01202 482714
Email: avoncauseway@wadworth.co.uk

:

Mid monthly meetings are on the third Wednesday of the month and are held at a different pub
within the Southampton & New Forest Area. There is no format, just an evening to catch up with
other members, perhaps enjoy a meal together and chat.
Details of the different venues can be found on the 1009 Web Site Calendar.

Technical Tips
The MGOC website provides access, for subscribing members, to a variety of technical information
through a Technical Archive by model. A clear a simple display of car types is shown on the relevant
page http://www.mgownersclub.co.uk/members-area/technical-archive
Our club also welcomes experiences our members have had with their cars, good and not so good, so
please send any article along to me in the first instance and it will be included in this section of the
newsletter.
Robin

Major op for the VA.
With only 8 weeks to the New Forest Run the
VA is under the spanners again.
The car was started after a 9 month rest in the
garage and produced enough smokey steamy
exhaust to blind following motorists. Fine for
James Bond, but likely to attract those fast
cars with blue lights. Oil was also bubbling up
on one of the head nuts and running down
onto the exhaust manifold producing lots of
oily smoke under the bonnet as well.

Unsure if the problem was with the rebuild last year and
the problem with the seized piston, I asked Andrew Kettle
if he could bring his endoscope and take a look inside the
cylinders. Unlucky, he was mending a broken oil refinery
light years away. I guess if we had found a problem the
head would have to come off, and if we didn’t the head
would have to come off. So I took the head off.

No problems in the bores, everything perfect.
But lots of oil on the pistons and carbon
deposits in the combustion chambers.

Next move, remove all the valves and
check for wear in the valve guides.
There is plenty of movement so new
guides will be fitted which should fix
the problem.

A few other discoveries have made the
repairs more difficult. The exhaust valves are
the wrong head size, too small, and will have
to be replaced and the valve seats refaced.
A damaged exhaust stud had been replaced
with one of the wrong thread. MG engines
before about 1950 had metric threads. The
VA is M8 by 1mm pitch. I have found many
BSF nuts and bolts on this rebuilt engine. If
you try hard a 5/16 stud will go into a metric
tapping. That will be repaired with a helicoil.

One inlet valve had been replaced
with a slightly shorter one. That
explained why the tappet adjusting
screw was screwed so far in that the
lock nut only just went on. The head
gasket ,which probably pre dates the
old rebuild in 1984 and which I reused
last time, (well wouldn’t you when a
new one is £70), will be replaced.
A local ex VA owner had a gasket in
his garage. Not many people have
one and even fewer people know who
they are. Thanks Pete for the gasket
and putting me right on where the
stem seal ‘O’ rings go, (answers on a post card). I’ve been doing it wrong for 50 years.
So, the head will have guides fitted in the next few weeks, everything put back together with a new head
gasket, the garage tidied up, and we WILL be at the start of the New Forest Run.
Mike Short.

THIS AREA OF THE NEWSLETTER IS FOR YOU TO OFFER INFORMATION OR ADVICE FROM
EXPERIENCE THAT WOULD HELP OTHER MEMBERS:

Roll over bar for MGB roadster. Good condition £60.00
Contact Ivor Binns, mobile 07469 189512 or e mail Ivor.binns@gmail.com

Club Contacts
Area Secretary – Robin Plumley
Address: 14 Applewood Place, Totton, Southampton.
SO40 8WG
T: 07932 648707
E: mgtf160mg02@yahoo.co.uk
E: secretary@1009mg.org.uk

Treasurer - Linda Taylor
Address:13 Plantation Drive, Marchwood,
Southampton, SO40 4YL.
T: 023 8086 0925
E: ltaylor48@btinernet.com

Membership Secretary – Clive Oliver
E: membership@1009mg.org.uk

Newsletter Editor – Karen Brown
E: editor@1009mg.org.uk

Webmaster - Fiona Sommerville
Address: 3 Solent Court, Cornwallis Road,
Milford on Sea, Lymington, Hants SO41 0NH
T: 07979 856518
E: webmaster@1009mg.org.uk
E: nfrun@1009mg.org.uk

Please remember we volunteer to fill these posts, so if you wish to speak to one of us,
PLEASE ring before 9pm or at weekends, thank you. Further information can be found
on our Website www.1009mg.org,uk

