Southampton & New Forest MGOC

Newsletter

Month
November
December

Date(s)
1
15
6
16
20
26

Event
Club Night – Empress Of Blandings
Mid Monthly Meet – The Luzborough – Romsey
Club Night – Empress Of Blandings
Christmas Dinner & Dance – Balmer Lawn Hotel - Brockenhurst
Mid Monthly Meet - Waterloo Arms - Lyndhurst
Romsey Classic Car Show - Romsey

1009
√
√
√
√
√

Please check the calendar on the Website for latest updates

Editors Notes:

I’ve had a rather busy month to say the least and have, I must
admit, only just managed to get this issue out to you on time!
Thanks to Robin for his notes, articles and also for having the
patience and tenacity to wend his way through and create the
article about Exempting Vehicles of Historical Interest from MOTs
after Colin suggested we cover the topic! I can see why he
suggested it and didn’t tackle it. There is so much on the subject
on various websites, it is mind boggling!!

Also a big thank you to Jon Holt for his write up on his wonderful ‘Birthday Treat’ trip, what a
fabulous present.
I am always happy to push ‘winter’ events in the Newsletter. So, if you are organizing something
– a walk, lunch or similar, just let me know. Email editor@1009mg.org.uk.
Hope to see you all on the1st.

Karen

Greetings and welcome to our newsletter for November 2017.
We welcomed two more new members at our monthly meeting in October. Gary Hughes who has a 1974
MGB GT and Charlie Cunningham who has a similar car but from 1970. We look forward to seeing them at
our events and activities. We saw both at the mid-monthly and Gary brought his MGB GT out for the
th
breakfast and post run on the 26 .
A good number of members turned out on the first Sunday in the month for a re-run of the New Forest Run
held in June. A short write up is included later.
Our first meeting to discuss the New Forest Run for 2018 was well attended. The minutes from that
meeting were circulated and I have had some members contact me to offer their support and assistance
and many thanks to them.
th

We have already progressed the search for mugs and lapel badges to celebrate the 20 anniversary of the
th
run. A limited edition run of 20 anniversary polo shirts are also being ordered and I am collecting preordered sizes. The pre-ordered shirts will be sold at the cost price of £9.50. We will be ordering a few
additional shirts for sale at the run at a cost of £10.
Our mid-monthly at the Royal Oak at Hilltop near Beaulieu was well attended despite the evening being
drizzly and misty. During the evening we arranged with the pub for a breakfast the following week. A short
write up is included for this also.
As we head into November there is a mid-monthly on Wednesday 15 November at The Luzborough near
Romsey. I hope to get to the mid-monthly but have an operation on my hand the week before so unable to
drive for a few weeks, so Karen will be driving.
I have not received any nominations for Member of the Year yet but just wish to remind all members to get
your nomination to me by the monthly meeting in December please. The slips in the October issue did
th
indicate mid-November meeting but with the Christmas Dinner on 16 December we have a little more
time to get the engraving of the shield done.
You will also find an article, summarised from official sources, about the intended changes to the MoT
rules for vehicles of a certain date of manufacture. I am sure it will provide some comfort for bedtime
reading!!!!
Enjoy your events this month and safe driving.
Robin

New Forest Re-Run – Sunday 1st October 2017
21 members and 12 cars turned up at the east Boldre Memorial Village Hall for the re-run of the New
Forest Run held in June. Unfortunately, the weather did not repeat our day in June being mostly heavy
drizzle all day so no tops down. Most members brought an MG where possible with Gary bringing his LR
Defender. Due to the weather and timing we decided to miss out the western and southern section to
ensure we arrived at the South Lawn hotel for our meal at 1600.

The route around Wellow to the north of the A36 was distinctly wet and muddy with the ford quite deep.
We stopped off at the Landford Wyevale Garden Centre for tea/coffee and a very nice piece of cake. On
the route there we plenty of pigs roaming about on pannage as well as ponies and donkeys.

The South Lawn hotel was made in time for our meal although we are still unsure how Gary managed to
be 25 minutes late!! Anyway, an enjoyable day in good company.

Robin

The Luzborough, Romsey
Luzborough Lane, Romsey, Hampshire, SO51 9AA

Restaurant & Events: 01794 523816
Email: luzborough.romsey@greeneking.co.uk

Mid monthly meetings are on the third Wednesday of the month and are held at a different pub within
the Southampton & New Forest Area. There is no format, just an evening to catch up with other
members, perhaps enjoy a meal together and chat.
Details of the different venues can be found on the 1009 Web Site Calendar.

Breakfast Outing and Run – Thursday 26th October 2017
18 members and 11 cars turned up at the Royal Oak, Hilltop near Beaulieu for a breakfast followed by a
30-mile run around the southern New Forest. The day had started with heavy cloud and drizzle with the
promise of improvement as the day progressed.
Inside we all enjoyed a hearty breakfast with tea and coffee. By the time we left, the cloud level had lifted
enough for the drizzle to have eased off so for those who were able, and willing, hoods came down and for
the most part we enjoyed a relatively dry run.

The run took in Fawley, Lepe, Exbury, Beaulieu, Bucklers Hard, East End, S. Baddesley, Norlywood,
Pilley, Boldre, Sway and Brockenhurst.
Our thanks go to the staff at the Royal Oak who opened especially for us and are happy to do so again
provided we get at least 12 people on a Wednesday or Thursday.
We will look at other possible breakfast locations and short runs for mid-week outings.

Robin

Morgan Factory Tour October 2017

For a ‘big’ birthday present from my daughter and her family I was given a voucher for two to visit the
Morgan Factory in Malvern followed by a cream tea in the Morgan Café.
As there was already a planned visit to the Cotswolds it seemed the ideal opportunity to visit the factory.
We were greeted by a former employee who conducted the tour giving an insight into all the different
stages of manufacture.
Every Morgan is expertly crafted using three core elements: Ash, Aluminium and Leather. Morgan’s in
house Research and Design department develop new vehicles from conception to production. We were
shown the prototype for the new electric Morgan; thankfully the electric versions look just like the current
versions but without the growl of the fossil fuel engine.
The first stop was the chassis shop where the engine and gearbox are fitted into an aluminium structure.
Next was the wood shop where a hand crafted ash frame acts as the structure to which the exterior panels
and leather work are fitted. In the tin shop the craftsmen work with the aluminium to achieve the panels for
the body of the Morgan. Next the paint shop (no admittance for visitors). After preparation each car is hand
sprayed to ensure the paintwork is perfect. The Trim Shop is where the finest leather is used, taking 30
hours for each car to be completed by the team highly skilled workers. Following road testing each car is
brought to the final stage – pre delivery inspection to ensure the car is delivered in immaculate condition.
After the tour we visited the Morgan Museum where we could view the history of Morgan Motors from its
founder, Henry Morgan who created the Morgan Three- Wheeler 1909 through to 2009, the centenary
year.
The tour took approximately two hours and left me wishing I could buy one!
Jon Holt

Exempting Vehicles of Historical Interest from Roadworthiness
Testing Government Response to Consultation
September 2017
The text below is extracted from the UK Government but is not the full record. This is available
at the following URL
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/644412/governme
nt-response-to-exempting-vehicles-of-historical-interest-from-roadworthiness.pdf
The text may be freely downloaded and translated by individuals or organisations.
From Preamble and Introduction
Annual roadworthiness testing is an important element in ensuring vehicles are in a safe
condition to be used on the road. It is also important to ensure that the testing regime is relevant
to today’s motorists and does not place unnecessary burdens on vehicle owners.
The proposed changes to roadworthiness testing were initially prompted by the agreement of EU
regulations on roadworthiness. Provisions on vehicles of historical interest are set out in EU
Directive 2014/45/EU.
The Department for Transport (DafT) carried out a public consultation on how to reform
roadworthiness testing of vehicles of historical interest from 16 September to 2 November 2016.
The Department received 2,217 responses, many of which were from owners of older vehicles. A
number of responses were received from organisations including car owner clubs.
After considering the responses, we (Government) have decided to exempt most vehicles over
40 years old from the requirement for annual roadworthiness testing. This means lighter vehicles
(such as cars and motorcycles) and those larger vehicles such as buses which are not used
commercially.
Vehicles that have been substantially changed, regardless of their age, will not be exempt from
annual roadworthiness testing. We do not propose to set out in legislation a definition of
“substantial change” but will be including this in guidance so that it can remain more flexible and
responsive. The exact wording for this guidance will be discussed with stakeholders and relevant
bodies and published subsequently.
Government will bring forward amending legislation to put the decisions set out in this document
into effect. It is expected this will occur from May 2018.

Vehicles constructed or first registered before 1960 are already exempt from roadworthiness
testing (popularly known as the ‘MOT’). The Department’s preferred option was to exempt all
vehicles constructed or first registered 40 years ago on a rolling basis. We also suggested
they might be required to have a basic roadworthiness test instead of the MOT. An
alternative option, of exempting vehicles more than 30 years old, on a rolling basis, was also
proposed.
In the interests of clarity, we have used in this document and in the proposed legislation the
phrase “vehicles of historical interest” rather than the more commonly used term “classic

car”. We have replicated the wording in the Directive as there is no established legal
definition of a classic car. In addition, the vehicles covered include other, non-car vehicle
types such as motorcycles.
The consultation asked for views as to whether all vehicles over 40 years of age should be
exempted from testing or if some, such as Heavy Goods Vehicles and Public Service
Vehicles, should continue to be tested.

From Government Response
Exemption from MOT Testing for Vehicles Over 40 Years Old
899 respondents to this question supported the Government’s proposal to exempt vehicles over
40 years old from MOT testing, while 1,130 respondents were opposed. The chief argument
against the exemption was that all vehicles travelling on the highway should have an annual test
for safety reasons.
The Government has decided to proceed with the exemption for all vehicles constructed
or first registered more than 40 years ago, on a rolling basis, as proposed in the
consultation document. Currently there are 197,000 vehicles exempt from MOT testing. By
implementing this measure, it is expected that around an additional 293,000 vehicles (or 1% of
the total fleet) will not require an annual MOT test.
The Government’s consideration has included the following factors and issues, which were
raised by respondents to the consultation, in reaching this decision:
• cars of this age are usually maintained in good condition;
• they are used on few occasions, usually on short trips and requiring a full MOT was
unreasonable;
• the modern MOT was no longer relevant to cars over 40 years old, or garages could not test
them adequately; and
• it would harmonise the MOT exemption date with the date for Vehicle Excise Duty.

The Government also took into consideration the reasons raised in opposition to making this
change. The main ones identified were that:
• any vehicle could cause a fatal accident and therefore all should have an annual MOT. This is
an argument against any exemptions at all, including the current one for vehicles built before
1960;
• older vehicles were constructed to different design standards from those of modern vehicles,
which were not as robust and they should therefore have an MOT;
• most owners of older vehicles keep them in good condition but others do not and it makes
sense to have an independent check;
• older vehicles corrode more easily than modern ones but this cannot always be spotted by the
owner; and
• vehicle owners do not have the facilities to conduct tests as thoroughly as garages.

In reaching its decision the Government gave significant consideration to the issue of any
potential impact on rates of death and serious injury on the road. The MOT failure rate and the
number of people killed and seriously injured in accidents involving vehicles over 40 years old
are both lower than those for newer vehicles.
The option for owners to submit their vehicles to a voluntary MOT test will remain and they will
still, like all vehicle owners, need to ensure that they meet the legal requirement of keeping their
vehicle in a roadworthy condition at all times. Currently 8 around 6% of the owners of pre-1960
vehicles submit their vehicles to voluntary testing and we would anticipate that many vehicle
owners will service their vehicles regularly.
Exempting vehicles over 40 years old is also in line with the current rolling 40 year exemptions
from Vehicle Excise Duty, so vehicle owners would be able to apply for VED exemption at the
same time as their vehicle becomes exempt from MOT tests.

Introduction of a Basic ‘VHI’ Roadworthiness Test – (either annual or
biennial) for 40-Year-Old Vehicles
In total 1,125 respondents supported the introduction of a basic vehicle roadworthiness test on
an annual or biannual basis. It was suggested this test should only include a check of the
vehicle’s identity, brakes, steering, tyres and lights. However, many respondents including those
who were in favour of the introduction of such a test said that other items should be included.
Checks on the structural integrity of vehicles and for corrosion were the main suggestions for
other items to be checked. The inclusion of these items would alter the proposed basic test to
something very close to the MOT so there seems to be little benefit from requiring such a test
instead of an MOT.
The Government have decided not to proceed with this proposal. Those owners who feel an
annual check is needed will be able to submit their vehicles for a voluntary MOT.

Exemption from MOT Testing for Vehicles Over 30 Years Old
1,511 respondents were opposed to the suggestion of exempting vehicles aged 30-40 years
from MOT testing. This comprised approximately 75% of all those responding to this question.
The main argument against this proposal was that cars between 30 and 40 years old were more
powerful than their predecessors, thus they would be driven faster and were more likely to be
involved in accidents. Therefore, it was more important that they have an annual test.
Respondents also pointed to the higher number of collisions and the increased MOT test failure
rates for vehicles of this age, compared to those over 40 years old. Vehicles first registered in
1961–1977 have better MOT pass rates than those registered in the following 10 year period.
The number of vehicles built in 1978-1987 and requiring an MOT test numbers about half the
1961-1977 cohort. However, they are involved in more than twice as many accidents. Our figures
indicate that in 2015, 455 people were killed or received serious injuries in accidents involving
vehicles built in 1978-1987. This is significantly higher than the figures for 1961-1977 vehicles
(given above as 215 deaths and serious injuries). As stated above, the number of deaths and
serious injuries in post-1988 vehicles is significantly greater, which is to be expected given their
greater use on the roads. That said, the rate of death and injury in vehicles from 1978-87, unlike

the older vehicles, is comparable to that of the general vehicle fleet. Allowing such vehicles an
exemption from testing does not seem to us prudent given the current accident data.
The Government have decided not to proceed with this proposal in the light of the accident
data but also given the strong public concerns over the proposal.

Substantial Change
It is a requirement of EU Directive 2014/45 that vehicles which have been substantially changed
“in the technical characteristics of their main components” should not be exempt from
roadworthiness testing. We proposed that an 8-point rule, currently used by the DVLA to
determine whether a vehicle that has been modified should be re-registered, should be used to
establish whether substantial change has occurred.
1,155 respondents to this question supported this proposal and 926 were opposed. Some
respondents objected to this proposal on the grounds that substantial alterations could include
upgraded brakes and suspension and excluding these vehicles retrospectively was unfair.
Others said that the proposed DVLA 8-point rule for determining whether a vehicle had been
substantially altered was too prescriptive or another layer of bureaucracy and drivers should be
allowed to decide themselves whether their vehicles complied. Many of those that responded
supporting this proposal felt that careful guidance on this matter would be needed.
We have assessed these issues with DVLA and the Driver Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA).
We have produced a modified definition of ‘Substantial Change’ based on DVLA’s rule
and propose to include it in guidance which will be finalised before the regulations come
into force. A copy of this in draft is annexed to the response. We will discuss the definition
with stakeholders before the guidance is issued and ensure that the guidance is the subject of
regular review. It is recognised that guidance may need to vary slightly in the case of
motorcycles as some of the common features for cars are not present on bikes. Accordingly a
slightly different definition of “substantial change” will be used for motorcycles. This will
also be published.
We asked if we should not take into account any modifications made before 1988 when
determining whether a vehicle had been substantially changed. 1,366 respondents to this
question agreed and 631 disagreed.
We have decided that we will consider only modifications made since 1988 when
determining whether a vehicle has been substantially altered and thus not exempt from
testing.
The document continues with Annex a which has a full list of questions in the consultation and
Annex B which has detailed summary of responses from DafT.
The full text of the EU Directive can be found at https://publications.europa.eu/en/publicationdetail/-/publication/b560a38a-cf66-11e3-b682-01aa75ed71a1/language-en where you can
download a pdf file.
In this document, among many others, are references and definitions relating to the term
‘vehicle of historical interest’.

Vehicles of historical interest are supposed to conserve the heritage of the period during which
they were constructed, and are considered to be hardly used on public roads. It should be left to
Member States to determine the periodicity of roadworthiness testing for such vehicles. It should
also be for Member States to regulate roadworthiness testing for other types of specialised
vehicles.
‘vehicle of historical interest’ means any vehicle which is considered to be historical by the
Member State of registration or one of its appointed authorising bodies and which fulfils all the
following conditions:
— it was manufactured or registered for the first time at least 30 years ago;
— its specific type, as defined in the relevant Union or national law, is no longer in production;
— it is historically preserved and maintained in its original state and has not undergone
substantial changes in the technical characteristics of its main components;
There are a number of articles online, and in the dead tree press, about the changes and include
references to other issues which appear to have not been considered in the consultation.
However, it doesn’t necessarily follow that they haven’t been discussed by DafT or otherwise.
Issues of possible consideration may include:
After the UK has left the EU, will the remaining EU Member States still recognise roadworthiness
certificates (MoT) issued by the UK, as it does with the current status?
What approach will an insurance provider take to the issue of ‘roadworthiness’, in the event of a
vehicle which is exempt from testing, having an accident with another vehicle which is not
exempt?
I am sure you may have your own questions about ‘what happens next’ and I suggest you either
keep an eye on the MGOC, MGCC, FBHVC or the www.gov.uk websites and where necessary,
pen a letter or email your local MP and insurance provider.

Robin

PS – Many thanks to Colin who suggested including an article about this topic. It has only taken
about four hours to research, extract what may be meaningful (or not) and get it into a format for
the newsletter!!!!

Club Contacts
Area Secretary – Robin Plumley
Address: 14 Applewood Place, Totton, Southampton.
SO40 8WG
T: 07932 648707
E: mgtf160mg02@yahoo.co.uk
E: secretary@1009mg.org.uk

Treasurer - Linda Taylor
Address:13 Plantation Drive, Marchwood,
Southampton, SO40 4YL.
T: 023 8086 0925
E: ltaylor48@btinternet.com

Membership Secretary – Ray Lock
E: membership@1009mg.org.uk

Newsletter Editor – Karen Brown
E: editor@1009mg.org.uk

Webmaster - Fiona Sommerville
Address: 3 Solent Court, Cornwallis Road,
Milford on Sea, Lymington, Hants SO41 0NH
T: 07979 856518
E: webmaster@1009mg.org.uk
E: nfrun@1009mg.org.uk

Please remember we volunteer to fill these posts, so if you wish to speak to one of us,
PLEASE ring before 9pm or at weekends, thank you. Further information can be found
on our Website www.1009mg.org,uk

Please use the voting slip below for Member of the Year.

Member of the Year- Please write name of your choice and pass to Secretary by
November mid-monthly.

