Southampton & New Forest MGOC

Newsletter

Memories of Last Summer - Surrey Run July 2017

Month
February 2018

March 2018

Date(s)
7
11
15 - 18
21
7
21
23 – 25
25

Event
Club Night – Empress of Blandings
MG & Triumph Spares Day – Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire
The London Classic Car Show – ExCel Arena, London
Mid Monthly Meet – Master Builders, Buckler’s Hard
Club Night – Empress of Blandings
Club Quiz Evening – Empress of Blandings
Classic Car Restoration Show – Birmingham NEC
Cobweb Spin – Sparsholt College – Winchester MGOC
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√

√
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Please check the calendar on the Website for latest updates

Editors Notes:
A slightly lighter newsletter this month, but then it’s not surprising,
this time of year.
It was an incredible turn out to the AGM on the 17th January, 52
members, it shows how important the Club is to everyone, a lot of
the members that couldn’t attend had the ‘dreaded lurgy’,
otherwise the numbers would have been even more.
Thank you to Robin and Fiona for their info on the dates of Up
and Coming events and the latest on the New Forest Run. Fiona
has also been beavering away on the website, getting that up to
date, and providing all the necessary links, no mean feat Fiona,
well done.
This month’s Technical Corner also comes from Robin with interesting information regarding
MOTs, and finally details of a RV8 for sale.
As I said at the AGM I am happy to take on the Newsletter again this year, if you are all happy to
have me! If there is anything you would like me to include, or anything you would like to see in
the Newsletter, or suggestions to improve it, please feel free to contact me at
editor@1009mg.org.uk.

See you all soon.

Karen

Greetings all readers and welcome to another newsletter! Yes, February has crept up on us
again and the cold, wet and dark days of January are behind us.
The monthly and mid-monthly meetings were slightly down on numbers but that was partly due
to colds and flu symptoms etc. We hope those affected are recovering or have recovered well.
Fifty-two members, a record I believe, attended the AGM held on 17th January. Well done and
thank you all for your attendance and contributions.
The minutes from this AGM and supporting documents have been circulated to all members.
Many thanks to Julie Rumsey for taking the minutes and writing them up.
Fiona has updated the website calendar with various events and activities.
There is a list of the mid-monthly venues and an inventory of items held by the club. If you would
like to use any of these please contact me in the first instance.
I am just in the process of dealing with one possible activity which has come to me after the
AGM. Once I have final details I will let everyone know but hopefully it will be held on Saturday
14th July.
This month sees the MG & Triumph Spares Day at Stoneleigh on 11th and the London Classic
Car Show at the ExCel Arena 15th-18th.
The mid-monthly will be at The Master Builder’s at Buckler’s Hard on Wednesday 21st February.

New Forest Run 2018
An update was provided at the AGM but for those members who were unable to make it here are
the key news items:
We now have sponsorship from two local businesses, Solent Bearings of Nursling and Meadens
MG of Sway.
Advertising has been confirmed from previous providers and also from Phoenix Motors of Poole,
Thurston Images of Holbury and MJS Auto & Marine Garage..
For the run charities, 39 members provided their preferences with the two highest being for
SERV Wessex and Southampton Doing It For the Kids. I have now been in contact with both
charities and they will be along together to the monthly meeting on Wednesday 4th April to
provide an overview of their activities.
A meeting to finalise the New Forest Run has been arranged for Wednesday 11th April at the
Empress of Blandings.

Christmas Dinner – Saturday 15th December 2018
Again, at the AGM, there was a majority of hands wishing to return to the Moorhill House Hotel at
Burley for Christmas Dinner this year. Malcolm and Julie Rumsey have offered to look after the
arrangements so thankyou and well done to them.
As Karen and I are away to sunnier climes, Fiona will look after the ‘parish notices’ at the
monthly meeting on 7th February.
Enjoy February.

Robin

20th Anniversary
New Forest Run 2018
Sunday 3rd June
The entries have been swamping my door mat over the last month – confident that we are up on last year,
I had a quick look back at the February 2017 Newsletter. So, this time last year we had 48 confirmed
entries and 66 Cream Teas sold.
th

As at 28 January 2018 – we have 70 confirmed entries; 6 places reserved and 6 complementary offered
from last year = a potential of 82 entries to date! Not forgetting the Cream Teas – so far 96 sold. You
don’t have to be a mathematician to work out that ‘Yes’ we are up on last year.
The Registration Team will be keeping a tight ship this year to ensure that we allocate the correct number
of vouchers for Cream Teas together with the complimentary mug & pin badge per entry. I have requested
that entrants bring with them their confirmation document.

1009mg.org.uk
I have added the Mid Monthly venues to the calendar together with some other events throughout the
year. If you see anything missing; please let me know and I will put it into the calendar.
I will be updating the ‘Latest News’ page with details of various runs and for our own club runs the routes
for you to download prior to the day.
Photo competition is nearly complete, and choices will be ready for you very shortly. I will get Robin to
push out an email with the link to the page when done. Take a look and then please email
webmaster@1009mg.org.uk with your choices.
Looking forward also to receiving your photographs for 2018.

And finally:
A big ‘thank you’ to Karen for taking on the Newsletter again this year. It is great to see this going out each
month and also interesting to know that many other clubs are reading this too.

Fiona

With beautiful views over the Beaulieu River and set at the end of the grassy street that is Buckler’s Hard
village, it is difficult to imagine a more picturesque setting for a hotel on the whole south coast of England.
What’s more, The Master Builder’s is located on Lord Montagu's Beaulieu Estate in the New Forest
National Park and just a few minutes' drive from Beaulieu Palace House and the National Motor Museum.

The Master Builder’s House Hotel, Buckler’s Hard, Beaulieu Estate, Hampshire. SO42 7XB
Tel: 01590 616 253 Fax: 01590 616 297 Enq: enquiries@themasterbuilders.co.uk
Mid monthly meetings are on the third Wednesday of the month and are held at a different pub within
the Southampton & New Forest Area. There is no format, just an evening to catch up with other
members, perhaps enjoy a meal together and chat.
Details of the different venues can be found on the 1009 Web Site Calendar.

Do you know your MOT?
1. About the MOT
The MOT tests some important items on your vehicle to check that they meet the legal standards. It isn’t
the same as having your vehicle serviced and doesn’t check its general mechanical condition.
The test doesn’t cover the condition of the:


Engine



clutch



gearbox

You can read a quick guide about getting an MOT for more information about how the test works.

2. Car parts tested in the MOT
These are some of the important parts of your car that will be checked in the MOT.

Parts checked in the MOT
2.1 Body, vehicle structure and general items
These will be inspected to check that:


they’re free from excessive corrosion or damage in specific areas



there are no sharp edges likely to cause injury

2.2 Towbars
Towbars will be inspected for:


secureness



condition



inappropriate repairs or modification

The MOT tester will also check that:


the 13 pin electrical socket is working correctly



the speedometer is in good working order



the engine mountings are secure

2.3 Fuel system
The fuel system will be inspected to check that:
 there are no leaks


the pipes and hoses are secure and in a good condition



the fuel cap fastens and seals securely

You should make sure that the key is available as the fuel cap will need to be opened.

2.4 Exhaust emissions
The vehicle will be inspected, depending on the age and fuel type of the vehicle, to check that it meets the
rules for exhaust emissions.
Diesel vehicles
The MOT tester will refuse to test your vehicle if they think that the smoke test may damage your engine.
You should tell them at the start of the MOT if you think this may happen.
To reduce the possibility of damage and increase the chances of passing, you should:


keep your vehicle maintained at all times



have the camshaft drive belt replaced at the recommended intervals



go for the MOT with a fully warmed up engine - it will produce less smoke and is safer to test



not tamper with the governor settings

2.5 Exhaust system
The exhaust system will be inspected to check that:


it’s secure and complete



a catalyst isn’t missing where one was fitted as standard



it’s without serious leaks and not too noisy

2.6 Seatbelts
The vehicle will be inspected to check that:


the mandatory seatbelts are in place



they are suitable for the vehicle



they are in a good condition



they work properly



they are attached securely

The malfunction indicator lamps (MILs) or dashboard warning lights will be checked for the:


air bags



seatbelt pretensioners (which remove the slack from a seatbelt in the event of a collision)



seatbelt load limiters (which release a small amount of belt when it’s too tight)

2.7 Seats
These will be inspected to check that:


the driver’s seat can be adjusted



all seats are securely fitted and that seat backs can be fixed in the upright position

2.8 Doors
These will be inspected to check that:


the latch is secure in the closed position



the front doors open from inside and outside the vehicle



the rear doors open from outside the vehicle



hinges and catches are secure and in a good condition

2.9 Mirrors
The vehicle will be inspected to check for the minimum number of mirrors, their condition and security.
Indirect vision devices will also inspected.

2.10 Load security
The vehicle will be inspected to check that the boot or tailgate can be closed properly.

2.11 Brakes
These will be inspected to check:


their condition, including inappropriate repairs or modifications



their operation and performance (the efficiency test) - the wheels and trims aren’t removed as part
of the test



the anti-lock braking system (ABS) and electronic stability control (ESC) (where fitted)

The MILs or dashboard warning lights will also be checked for the ABS, ESC, electronic park brake and
brake fluid warning lights.

2.12 Tyres and wheels
These will be inspected to check for:


condition



security



tyre size and type



tread depth

Spare wheels and tyres are not inspected.
Vehicles first used on or after 1 January 2012 will be checked to make sure the tyre pressure monitoring
system (TPMS) MIL is working.

2.13 Registration plates
These will be inspected to check for:


condition



secure attachment



colour



characters correctly formed and spaced

2.14 Lights
These will be inspected to check:


their condition



operation, including high intensity discharge (HID) and light emitting diode (LED)



the headlamps for cleaning, self levelling and security



headlamp aim



main beam warning light working

2.15 Bonnet
This will be inspected to check that it closes securely.

2.16 Wipers and washers
These will be inspected to check that they work properly so the driver has a clear view of the road.

2.17 Windscreen
The windscreen will be inspected to check for:


condition



the driver’s view of the road

2.18 Horn
This will be inspected to check:


that it works properly



it’s suitable for the vehicle

2.19 Steering and suspension
These will be inspected to check:


their condition



steering oil level



they work correctly



for inappropriate repairs or modification including corrosion to power steering pipes or hoses



that the steering lock mechanism works properly

The MILs or dashboard warning lights will also be checked for the electronic power steering and steering
lock.

2.20 Vehicle identification number (VIN)
The VIN will be on vehicles first used on or after 1 August 1980. Your car will be inspected to check that a
single VIN is displayed, except on multistage build vehicles (eg van conversion, BMW, Alpina etc).

2.21 Electrical
Visible electrical wiring and the battery will be checked.

3. More information
The MOT inspection manual tells you:


everything that’s tested



how the MOT tester will check it



the reasons things can be failed

See https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/car-parts-checked-at-an-mot/car-parts-checked-at-anmot

For Sale
1993 MG RV8 (Japanese Import) in Woodcote Green
No. 248
Re-imported to UK from Japan 2004
Current owner since January 2007
Current mileage approximately 73,000 miles. Clock showing 36,000 miles after change
from KPH unit.
Car is generally as original with a considerable number of replacements, upgrades and
refurbishments.
The price includes:
Complete set of workshop manuals (plastic sleeved in two binders)
Small portable TomTom Go satnav.
Personalised registration L400 RVB (4.00 litre RV8)
All invoices, MoT’s, service history. Current MoT to end January 2019.
Price £17,500 ono

Club Contacts
Area Secretary – Robin Plumley
Address: 14 Applewood Place, Totton, Southampton.
SO40 8WG
T: 07932 648707
E: mgtf160mg02@yahoo.co.uk
E: secretary@1009mg.org.uk

Treasurer - Linda Taylor
Address:13 Plantation Drive, Marchwood,
Southampton, SO40 4YL.
T: 023 8086 0925
E: ltaylor48@btinternet.com

Membership Secretary – Ray Lock
E: membership@1009mg.org.uk

Newsletter Editor – Karen Brown
E: editor@1009mg.org.uk

Webmaster - Fiona Sommerville
Address: 3 Solent Court, Cornwallis Road,
Milford on Sea, Lymington, Hants SO41 0NH
T: 07979 856518
E: webmaster@1009mg.org.uk
E: nfrun@1009mg.org.uk

Please remember we volunteer to fill these posts, so if you wish to speak to one of us,
PLEASE ring before 9pm or at weekends, thank you. Further information can be found
on our Website www.1009mg.org,uk

