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The Bluebell Run – April 2018
Drive It Day

Month
May 2018

June 2018

Date(s)
2
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13
16
17 – 20
19 - 20
20
20
20
27
27
2
2–3
3
3
6
10
10
17
20

Event
Club Night – Empress of Blandings
British Car Sunday – Alton - Crotch Cooler
24th NF Charity Car Run – New Forest – Rotary Club
Mid-Monthly Meeting - Sir Walter Tyrell – Brook
Road Trip to Guernsey - Guernsey
Beaulieu Spring Autojumble - Beaulieu
MG’s in the Park - Stanstead House - Solent MGOC
Rose of the Shires Run - Northampton - Northampton MGOC
60th Anniversary Sprit/Midget - Corfe Mullen - DAMASC
Classics Around Dorset - Hazelbury Bryan
Moor2Sea Run - Devon - Exeter Area MGOC
NFR Skittles Evening Huntsman
MG Live! – Silverstone – MG Car Club
20th Anniversary New Forest Run – New Forest
Classic Car Sunday – Alton – Crotch Cooler
Club Night – Empress of Blandings
Ratae Run – South Leicester MGOC
Cwm to Coast – Wales – Bridgend MGOC
MG’s in the Park – Oxford – Oxfordshire MGOC
Mid-Monthly Meeting – Tyrell’s Ford - Avon

1009
√

√
√

√
√
√

√

Please check the calendar on the Website for latest updates

Editors Notes:

Welcome to another bumper edition of this month’s Newsletter.
We had the most wonderful day out on the Blubell Run in April the
weather was glorious, and Adam and I really enjoyed it, thank you
to Adrian and Rita for everything they did and also for their write
up and photographs included in this Newsletter. Thank you to
Fiona also for her report on the second half of the Bluebell run,
and the latest update on the NFR and also the photo
competitions.
I need to thank Ivor for his report on the Members Meeting at
Goodwood, Linda S. for her article on the Brooklands MG Era
Event and Anthony & Penny Reading for their memoires on their
wine trip to France last September and everyone for all their
lovely photographs. When you have a bit of down time

I hope you enjoy reading what everyone has been up to and if you too have been busy doing
anything of interest let us know by contacting me, editor@1009mg.org.uk.

Karen

Greetings and welcome to our newsletter for May 2018.
According to the Meteorological Office, the weather in our area for April has seen a temperature range
from +20C to -2C, with average rainfall of 4.2 cm and no snow!
However, generally our activity outings have enjoyed some opportunities to have tops down for those who
are able!
The monthly meeting at EoB was well attended where we enjoyed an overview from Tracy about the work
of Southampton Doing It For The Kids and from Robert who described the work of SERV Wessex and their
Blood Bikes.
th

These are the two charities chosen by our members to support at our 20 Anniversary New Forest Run.
We are now full with 200 cars registered!
During April and, despite the weather in the early part, we enjoyed a breakfast at The Old Station
Tearooms at Holmsley followed for some, by a short 20-mile tour of the forest.
th

Unfortunately, the Arundel Picnic & Gathering on 15 April was cancelled due to waterlogged ground but
an alternative site at Amberley Museum was used and a small group of our members went along although
rain spoiled the later end of the day.
We had a very healthy turnout of 40 people for the annual Drive It Day (Bluebell Run). This took the form
of about 55 miles before and 28 miles after a lunch at The True Lover’s Knot. Well done and thanks to
Adrian and Rita for arranging this year. See write up.
Our mid-monthly at The Rising Sun at Wootton was reasonably attended and most brought their MG’s out
with tops down where possible in the warm evening.
This month we will be at The Sir Walter Tyrell for our mid-monthly. Let’s hope the sun is out!
May sees several events and activities which take us further afield and the calendar shows these so have
an enjoyable and safe driving month.
I have issued an email or two about activities in the coming months and would be grateful for indications of
interest in joining us to assist with planning and providing the places we go to with confirmed numbers.
We have also received an article from our dual club members, Anthony & Penny from Northamptonshire of
their experiences in their MG last year in France.

A Big Thankyou
I have today collected a 6m x 3m ‘pop-up’ gazebo from Gary Harrison who has donated it to the club. This
replaces the 9m x 3m free-standing marquee which went to the re-cycling yard last month.
Further, Terry Titheridge has donated two 2m x 1m folding composite tables to the club. This gives us
three substantial tables now for raffles, BBQ’s, picnics etc. Terry has offered to look after these.
So, a huge thank you to Gary and Terry for their generosity.
Please remember I hold three 3m x 3m Coleman dome shelters, one 3m x 3m pop-up gazebo and now a
6m x 3m pop-up gazebo. As previously stated, these are available, along with a 2m x 1m composite table I
hold, to members for private use. Please just ask me if you wish to use them.

20th Anniversary New Forest Run 2018 – Sunday 3rd June
By the time of the next newsletter, the New Forest Run will be upon us. We will have the opportunity of the
th
mid-monthly meeting at The Sir Walter Tyrell on 16 May to go over any last-minute observations, but we
will not be having our next monthly meeting until 6th June.
As ever, please remember to provide your donations for the raffle to Karen P and Karen B in good time.
Also, donations for the Hampshire Hamper would be appreciated up to the day before the run.

Technical Tips
The MGOC website provides access, for subscribing members, to a variety of technical information
through a Technical Archive by model. A clear a simple display of car types is shown on the relevant page
http://www.mgownersclub.co.uk/members-area/technical-archive
Our club also welcomes experiences our members have had with their cars, good and not so good, so
please send any article along to me in the first instance and it will be included in this section of the
newsletter.

Robin

20th Anniversary New Forest Run
I’m delighted to report that 200 entries are now confirmed and that the New Forest Run 2018 is

FULL
Not sure that we have ever been in this position by the end of April before. Cream Teas are also up at 257
however, I do get the feeling we could be selling more on the day!
Members that have entered this year, please could I ask you to register before the Registration Team gets
rushed off their feet with handing out Rally Plates, Cream Tea vouchers, Mugs & Broaches!

PHOTO COMPETITION
The votes are in and have been counted; the result will be announced at Club Night on Wednesday May
nd
2 . Thank you to all who voted and here is some information for the 2018 competition.
I have been looking through some boxes lately and came across some photographs of my late Father as
he was photographer during some racing at Silverstone. One photograph that surprised me was of him on
the grass at the side of the track; not sure that health and safety came into this in the 1960’s and I am sure
no photographer would be allowed to stand there today. Perhaps a great idea for the criteria for this year’s
competition:

‘Where I was when that photograph was taken’
A. Photograph of yourself, family or friends
B. Action photograph
So, what am I looking for:
1. Action shot, preferably with a sporting theme
2. Somewhere unusual
3. Yourself or family out and about in your MG
I will set up the folders in Shutterfly ready for your photographs and please could you supply a short
narrative via email to webmaster@1009mg.org.uk to accompany your photograph.

Fiona

Drive it Day Run
22nd April, 2018

The Bluebell Run
Rita and I had created a run last year ready for when it was needed. As a non local it involved poring over
maps to get a rough route and then honing in on the details. We did it late April last year and the Bluebells
were in profusion in certain parts of the run so the “Bluebell Run” was invented. The timing was good as it
coincided with Drive it Day.
As the time approached we were wondering if the Bluebells would show their heads and we were checking
those in the garden daily to see if they had woken from their winter slumber. A few days before the run
they started peeking from the ground and all looked well. That is until the thunderstorm threatened
everything on the night before.
I should not have worried as, when I pulled Merryl from the garage, they were standing proud and erect in
the brilliant sunlight. What a relief.
We arrived at the start 35 minutes early to be there to welcome everyone. We were third there and before
long we were enticed by the thought of coffee that Belle and David had placed in our mind.
When we returned there were quite a few cars and their occupants awaiting us in anticipation of the run.
All told there were 38 people and 19 cars doing the run. Just like most gatherings there was a general hub
bub of conversation before the off. Unusually there was a council worker checking cars for their parking
tickets so everyone rushed to ensure they were covered. Time then for a group photo before the off.

It was difficult getting anyone to break cover and be the first off but once the run had started it was like the
opening of the flood gates and a Le Mans start. Everyone was gone within five minutes. We followed
Colin and Jennie and John and Sarah who branched off of the A31 and we put it down to local knowledge.
The run itself would meander through Wimborne and onto Milton Abbas where the main part of the
Bluebell run starts. There was a two mile drive through wooded areas flanked by Bluebells nesting in the
sunlight. Once through these you arrived at the Bulbarrow viewpoint where the views were stunning over
the Dorset countryside for the next two miles as you descended from the escarpment.

Once at the pub we waited for everyone to arrive and were pleased to see Mike Short until we realised he
had come directly. Not too long after and the convoy started rolling in. At least they had arrived and we
were pleased to see that many of them had seen through our tester of renaming Canford Bottom
roundabout to Merley roundabout. It can’t have been that bad as everyone had arrived safely.

Before long we were seated and tucking in to a delicious carvery with most people saying how they
enjoyed it. We were however confused by the specials menu that boasted such delicacies as Pan Scared
Turbot. It conjured up pictures of the chef chasing the fish around the sink with a frying pan. Following
the meal many of us adjourned to the garden in the sunshine for a chat before either doing the second half
of the run or going directly home

The second half was a much shorter run but went through magnificent avenues of trees and a few
delightful villages populated by thatched cottages and interesting farms. I think many avoided this part of
the run as their tummies were full and home beckoned but those who did it said they enjoyed it
Many thanks to all who took part, Rita and I enjoyed it

Adrian

2 Bs or not 2 Bs ?
With the first part of the Drive it Day ‘Bluebell Run’ complete and a satisfying Sunday Carvery on board we,
Roy & Kris, Jon & I, headed off to complete part 2 of the Run. So yes, 2 Bs. Leaving ‘The True Lovers
Knot’ we turned left out of the car park waving our ‘good byes’ and I was feeling nervous as once I had
made my 1st error navigating, Jon did say ‘3 strikes and you are out’ – at this stage I was on 2 strikes!
Could I be walking home?
The route took us back North back towards Tarrant Monkton before we turned off up the hill towards
Witchampton and Moor Critchel arriving at the well-known crossroads called ‘Amen Corner’ heading
towards Gussage All Saints. We drove along a beautiful tree lined drive before arriving back at the busy
main road in the direction of Salisbury. Before long, we navigated a few roundabouts making our way
towards Ringwood, Three Legged Cross and onto the A31 where we left Roy & Kris to sit in the inevitable
Sunday afternoon traffic as we stole a shortcut through Sopley and Winkton towards the Coast and home.

In conclusion, a great second section to the Drive it Day ‘Bluebell Run’ and a lovely day out in the
Dorset/Hampshire countryside with wall to wall sunshine. More importantly, it is safe to say that Pauline
has not lost her job!

Fiona

BROOKLANDS MG ERA ON SUNDAY 8TH APRIL 2018
Mist and drizzle accompanied us as we drove up the M3 to Weybridge - ultimate
destination Brooklands Museum, for their annual MG Era Event. We had left the Midget
at home, believing the forecast of inclement weather, nevertheless feeling envious of
those who had braved the rain and were allowed to enter via the Campbell Gate, and
park with their fellow MGs on the Museum site.
Pulling our “civilian vehicle” into Mercedes-Benz World at 9:50am, we were in good time
for the Museum opening at 10:00. However, we didn’t vary from our habit of arriving and
immediately finding the cafe. Ian didn’t even mind queueing on this occasion, as the
queue passed alongside an exhibition line up of 1920s motorcycles. As we settled down
for coffee and a bun we looked around at all the MG owners, who were evident by their
warm weather-proof clothing, including flying jackets, mufflers and, in one case, a rather
rakish tartan tam o’shanter cap. Plenty of large umbrellas in evidence too!
We were soon ready to inspect the car line-ups, helpfully arrayed in their Types, starting
with a gorgeous display of T Types. We took in the circle of MGs radiating from an MG
flag, but my quest was to find the Midgets, and I soon saw that 10 hardy souls had
battled through the weather and were parked in two rows in front of the Bellman Hangar.
There was room for at least one more, but never mind.
The 1pm Cavalcade round the Mercedes-Benz track went ahead, with batches of 20
MGs at a time doing 3 laps of the circuit. We watched from the shelter of the M-B
building, but many braved the increasing rain to line the track and watch the cars go
round.
Unfortunately, the planned Test Hill ascents had to be cancelled, as climbing a 1 in 4 hill
was judged to be too dangerous. While Ian went round the Museum, I took the
opportunity of going back round the MG displays and having an amiable chat with Mr
Philip Bayne-Powell about the brace of MGs belonging in his family which he was
displaying: a 1934 ND Magnette and a rare 1924 14/40 2-seater with dickie. As we
chatted I realised I had missed the two-tone red NA Allingham belonging to his wife
which was parked at the beginning of the displays. I identified myself to him as a
member of the Southampton and New Forest MGOC, and he cheerfully called me a rival
to his club, the MGCC, and gave me permission for his photograph with cars to appear
with this article in our monthly magazine. He told me he had bought the Magnette,
restored it, sold it, then bought it back some time later. He has driven the Magnette the
length of France, including the Pyrenees, and a few years ago took the 14/40 to a rally
round New England in the Fall.
It was soon time to leave. On our way out we found two lovely MGs, one a two-tone blue
NA, just like one belonging to our friends, so I took a final photo. As we drove back down
the M3 we agreed that, despite the rain, we had enjoyed a fantastic feast of MGs. Next
year, if it’s fine, we plan to be driving round the Mercedes-Benz circuit, and catching up
with the Allingham if we can.

1. Admiring the display of MG T Types

2. MGs in a circle

3. An MGA line up - any colour, as long as it’s red?

4. MG Midgets lined up in front of the Bellman Hangar

5. MGs waiting to go round the Mercedes-Benz track

6. Mr Philip Bayne-Powell chatting with a fellow MG enthusiast, with his 1934 MG ND Magnette and 1924
14/40

7. Two N Type MGs, including one in two-tone blue.

Linda S

The 76th Goodwood Members Meeting
Saturday March 17th
On a bitterly cold day with snow on the ground, I went with a friend to
the Goodwood Members Meeting. On the Saturday it was mostly practice and
qualifying runs but in the afternoon there were two races that I
particularly enjoyed.
The ﬁrst was the Ronnie Hoare Trophy for sports and GT cars that raced
between 1963 and 1966. Cars, mostly Porsche 911 and 904 Carrera’s as well
as Ferrari, Alfa, 4x Triumph TR4’s and 5x MGB’s. The best placed MGB (see
picture, yellow no 34) ﬁnished 8th, which was a creditable performance
from a ﬁeld of 30 cars.
Ronnie Hoare owned the Ford Dealership, F.English in Poole and also
Maranello Concessionaires,the ﬁrst oﬃcial UK importer of Ferrari in 1960.
The second race was the Gerry Marshall Trophy for Group 1 saloon cars that
raced between 1970 and 1982. Cars such as Capri’s, Rover 3500 SD1’s,
Dolomite Sprints, Mini 1275GT, Golf GTi etc. The winner was a Capri.
Interestingly the cars were in their original racing livery such as
Faberge Brut.
Some Members cars are parked within the circuit and I saw a ‘67 MGB GT in
red exactly the same year and colour as the one we use to own. Imagine my
surprise when my friend Chris suddenly shouted out that this was his car
he had bought new in ‘67 (not bad for a 23 year old) and went on honeymoon
in it. He sold it in 1970 when he got a company car. He had never seen it
since then. We went back a couple of times to see if the owner was about
but no joy. I should put it in Lost and Found in Enjoying MG. Someone may
know of it in the club. See picture and registration, RLD 21E.
We had a great day but I’ve never been so cold.

Ivor

Sir Walter Tyrrell, Rufus Stone, Brook, Near Lyndhurst, SO43 7HD
Tel: 023 8081 3170
Email: enquiries@thesirwaltertyrrell.co.uk

The Sir Walter Tyrrell is a delightful pub situated in Brook in the New Forest.
Many people call it ‘The Gem of the New Forest’.
We have a large car park, food is served all day every day, we are a dog friendly and
horse friendly pub.
Mid monthly meetings are on the third Wednesday of the month and are held at a different pub within
the Southampton & New Forest Area. There is no format, just an evening to catch up with other
members, perhaps enjoy a meal together and chat.
Details of the different venues can be found on the 1009 Web Site Calendar.

Time travel and wine in France September
2017
At five am (why do we all head on holiday at silly o’clock?) the five of us left Higham Ferrers in the TF, that
is Penny and me with Gertrude (one of Northants’ MGOC’s mascots) and the two Typhoo monkeys,
heading for the ferry from Dover. We didn’t see any excitement but apparently arrived at the check in
booths about ten minutes before the alleged tube bomber was arrested in the ticket hall.

Gertrude – Northants MGOC travelling bear
After an uneventful smooth crossing to Calais, made even more pleasant by a glass of sparkling for
breakfast we landed in France and headed west towards Normandy. We first passed close to the quarter
1
past two battle site at Azincourt, note the ‘z’ rather than the ‘g’ in our history books and then stopped off at
2
the 14 minutes to two battle site at Crecy. There is a wooden viewing tower overlooking the battle field.
Both places were where the English, supported by Welsh archers, gave the interfering French a bloody
nose.
At the end of the day we finally arrived in Caen. It was a shortish walk to a nearby steak restaurant where
my very poor French failed me, but the waiter spoke good English.
The next morning we struggled to find an open supermarket to obtain necessary provisions (water and
sandwiches) as virtually all supermarkets are shut on Sunday. We headed north towards the coast with the
3
intention of visiting the 16 minute to eight landing sites. Even though we have been there before, I’m still
staggered at the feat of navigation that got the gliders within stone throwing distance of Pegasus Bridge in
the dark. After a walk across the current bridge and a look at the café we headed west along the back of
the beaches, Sword, Juno, Gold and Omaha stopping at the western end of the latter for a sandwich and
drink.

1

1415, October 25th
1346, August 26th
3
1944, June 6th
2

Following refreshments we headed south towards the Loire Valley. This took longer than Google had
originally indicated as I wanted to avoid the toll roads/motorways where possible. On the way we passed
through Le Mans where I realised we were driving along the Mulsanne Straight, although only at 90 kph
rather than the 300+ that the 24 heures race cars manage. At the southern end the race cars turn right
whereas we carried on south.
Our hotel for the next three nights was the Hotel Val de Loire in Azay-Le-Rideau. The receptionist was very
friendly and spoke good English and suggested eateries for a Sunday evening. Breakfast was a good,
typically French one.
Monday morning was spent looking around the small town and visiting Château d'Azay-le-Rideau, built on
an island in the Indre River during the reign of Francis I. It is a Government owned building so very little
furniture and had very recently finished a restoration. In the early afternoon we collected the TF from the
Hotel and went for a tour of the Loire valley. On the way out of town we passed a red MGB with UK plates,
later I realised why the driver seemed familiar – they were staying in the hotel and we had seen them at
breakfast.
During the afternoon, whilst touring the vineyards near Samur, we saw a collection of vintage cars with
“The Blue Train Challenge” plates on. This was originally a challenge to get from north to south coasts of
France before the train did. The oldest participant this year was a 1924 Bentley, and apparently there was
a 1935 MG PB/Q and a 1948 MG TC although I don’t think we saw them.

th

Wednesday, 19 September brought a certain person’s birthday and so a tour of “Caves” to taste the
wines. After an unaccompanied tour of the Cave at Ackermann’s (founded in 1811) we moved onto
Langlois-Château (founded in 1885). Once back in Azay-Le-Rideau we had dinner in yet another cave.

The birthday girl, Penny, resting on a bottle!
On Wednesday we booked a Hôtes de Chambre (B & B) east of Paris and left Azay-Le-Rideau towards
Paris. It was a long but fairly fast run across France on virtually empty roads until we reached the Paris
ring roads where we diced with HGVs and mad Parisians. Our stop for the night was in a tiny village,
Croutoy which is nearly on the eastern edge of the Compiègne Forest.
The B & B was on the Rue General de France and I wondered which General it was. After a quick search
online we discovered the family name was de France and they had owned the “big house”. Several were
buried in the local churchyard, but I couldn’t identify which the road was named after as there were at least
two Generals.
On Thursday morning we set out to find the area where my Grandfather’s cousin, Thomas Morgan was
th
killed on 14 September 1914. As another Lance Corporal in the Welsh Regiment won a VC that day I
have been able to find out that they were in action close to a village called Chivy sur-Aisne. The nearest
war cemetery is Vendresse British Cemetery which we visited. Thomas has no known grave but many of
the dead of the regiment are buried here with a lot of unidentified, so if his body was recovered this is
where he would be. After that we searched for the village not realising that it is one of those villages never
rebuilt after the war.
When we finally reached the site of the village there was only a sign, a church and a farmhouse. Along the
line of the original village street there is a large photograph showing the village and some of the residents
pre-war. Walking up the hill towards the church there are overgrown stone and brick ruins which are all
that remain of the village. Thomas Morgan probably never saw the village and the Germans occupied it
until near the end of the war.
Having taken photographs we set out towards our friends’ near Ypres, Belgium arriving late afternoon. We
had a pleasant couple of days here during which we attended the Last Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate.
This has been held every night at 8pm since shortly after the end of the First World War, the Last Post
being played by buglers of the Ypres Fire Brigade. We have attended whenever we have visited Belgium
but since 2014 it has been very busy. If you want to be able to see anything you have to be there about
7:30 or earlier at the weekend, slightly different to the first time we went when we arrived at 10 to 8, the
police shut the road at 5 to 8 and everything reopened by 10 past. We also visited the grave, at New Irish
Cemetery, of Thomas Morgan’s younger brother, William who was killed in September 1917. The family
had four sons who went to war with 2 returning to Crick, Northamptonshire where the son of one still lives.
Before we headed for the ferry at Dunkirk we went shopping for the necessaries (wine & chocolate) with
both Penny and Gertrude wanting to travel home in the boot with the goodies.
By the time we arrived home the TF had covered 1540 miles with only small problems. The engine
compartment cooling fan seems to have failed and blew a fuse, which I’m surprised to find out also feeds

the electric windows (the first indication that something was wrong). Luckily this occurred at the Dartford
crossing and with the window only open a little and dry weather didn’t cause a real problem. The car was
unloaded and just into the garage when the rain started!

Anthony & Penny Reading – Dual club members. Southampton & New Forest
MGOC and Northants MGOC.

MG X-MOTION CONCEPT UNVEILED AT
BEIJING AUTO SHOW

The MG X-motion concept car premiered at the Beijing Auto Show. The X-motion follows the MG brand
design philosophy of Emotional Dynamism that was showcased in the brand’s first full electric sports
car concept, the MG E-motion

Club Contacts
Area Secretary – Robin Plumley
Address: 14 Applewood Place, Totton, Southampton.
SO40 8WG
T: 07932 648707
E: mgtf160mg02@yahoo.co.uk
E: secretary@1009mg.org.uk

Treasurer - Linda Taylor
Address:13 Plantation Drive, Marchwood,
Southampton, SO40 4YL.
T: 023 8086 0925
E: ltaylor48@btinternet.com

Membership Secretary – Ray Lock
E: membership@1009mg.org.uk

Newsletter Editor – Karen Brown
E: editor@1009mg.org.uk

Webmaster - Fiona Sommerville
Address: 3 Solent Court, Cornwallis Road,
Milford on Sea, Lymington, Hants SO41 0NH
T: 07979 856518
E: webmaster@1009mg.org.uk
E: nfrun@1009mg.org.uk

Please remember we volunteer to fill these posts, so if you wish to speak to one of us,
PLEASE ring before 9pm or at weekends, thank you. Further information can be found
on our Website www.1009mg.org,uk

